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Lycoming O-235-L2C is a notable engine model within the Lycoming family of piston aircraft
engines, renowned for its reliability, efficiency, and widespread use in general aviation. As part of
the Lycoming O-235 series, the O-235-L2C has established itself as a staple powerplant for a
variety of light aircraft, trainers, and experimental aircraft. In this comprehensive guide, we delve into
the specifications, design features, applications, maintenance considerations, and why the
Lycoming O-235-L2C remains a preferred choice among pilots and aircraft owners.

Overview of the Lycoming O-235-L2C

The Lycoming O-235-L2C is a horizontally opposed, four-cylinder, air-cooled piston engine designed
primarily for general aviation aircraft. It belongs to the Lycoming O-235 family, which has been a
workhorse in the industry since the 1950s. The "L2C" designation indicates specific variations in its
configuration, including its power output and carburetor setup.

Key Specifications

| Specification | Details |

|-----------------|---------|

| Power Output | 115 horsepower (85.8 kW) at 2700 RPM |

| Displacement | 233.5 cubic inches (3.83 liters) |

| Bore | 4.375 inches (111.1 mm) |

| Stroke | 3.875 inches (98.4 mm) |
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| Compression Ratio | 6.7:1 (standard) |

| Weight | Approximately 255 lbs (115.7 kg) dry weight |

| Fuel System | Gravity feed with carburetor (typically Marvel-Schebler MS) |

| Cooling System | Air-cooled |

Design Features of the Lycoming O-235-L2C

Understanding the design elements of the O-235-L2C helps appreciate its performance and
maintenance traits.

Engine Configuration

- Four-Cylinder Horizontally Opposed Layout: This configuration provides a low profile suitable for
many aircraft fuselage designs, leading to aerodynamic efficiency and ease of maintenance.

- Air-Cooled: Eliminates the need for liquid cooling systems, reducing weight and complexity.
- Carbureted Fuel Delivery: Uses a gravity-fed carburetor, simplifying fuel management and

maintenance.

Materials and Construction

- Aluminum Alloy Cylinders and Casings: For lightweight durability.
- Magnesium and Steel Components: Used in various internal parts to withstand stresses and

heat.

Performance Characteristics

- The engine provides a reliable power output suitable for training aircraft, light sport aircraft, and
various experimental aircraft.

- Its design emphasizes ease of maintenance and long service life, which has contributed to its
popularity.

Applications of the Lycoming O-235-L2C

The versatility of the O-235-L2C allows it to be used across multiple aircraft types. Some common
applications include:
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Training Aircraft

- The engine's reliability makes it ideal for flight schools and pilot training.

Light Sport and Experimental Aircraft

- Popular among homebuilders and kit plane enthusiasts due to its simplicity and availability.

Ultralight and Personal Aircraft

- Its lightweight design supports small, personal aircraft ventures.

Variants and Compatibility

- The O-235 family has numerous variants tailored for different power needs and configurations.
The L2C specifically suits aircraft requiring around 115 HP with carbureted fuel systems.

Advantages of the Lycoming O-235-L2C

Choosing the right engine is critical for aircraft operation, and the O-235-L2C offers several
advantages:

- Reliability: Proven track record over decades with consistent performance.
- Ease of Maintenance: Simple design with accessible components.
- Fuel Efficiency: Good fuel economy for its class, helping reduce operational costs.
- Availability of Parts: Wide aftermarket support ensures easy sourcing of parts and service.
- Versatility: Compatible with various aircraft types and configurations.

Maintenance and Operating Considerations

Proper maintenance is essential to maximize the lifespan and safety of the Lycoming O-235-L2C.

Regular Inspection and Servicing

- Conduct routine oil changes, typically every 50 hours or as specified.
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- Check for leaks, corrosion, and wear on spark plugs, magnetos, and other components.
- Monitor engine performance parameters such as RPM, manifold pressure, and EGT/CHT.

Common Maintenance Tasks

- Cylinder compression checks.
- Magneto timing adjustments.
- Carburetor cleaning and calibration.
- Replacement of filters and spark plugs.

Operational Tips

- Ensure proper cooling airflow, especially during hot weather operations.
- Use recommended fuel grades and additives if necessary.
- Follow manufacturer guidelines for engine warm-up and shutdown procedures.

Pros and Cons of the Lycoming O-235-L2C

Pros:

- Long service life with proper maintenance.
- Widely supported and readily available parts.
- Suitable for a variety of light aircraft.
- Proven reliability in diverse operating conditions.

Cons:

- Carbureted fuel system may be less efficient than fuel-injected systems.
- Slightly heavier compared to some modern engines.
- Limited power output for high-performance applications.

Where to Buy and Support for Lycoming O-235-L2C

Owning a Lycoming O-235-L2C involves access to a network of certified repair stations and parts
suppliers.
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- Authorized Lycoming Service Centers: These provide maintenance, overhaul, and repair
services.

- Parts Distributors: Numerous vendors specialize in OEM and aftermarket parts.
- Online Resources: Lycoming?s official website offers manuals, service bulletins, and technical

support.
- Community Forums: Pilot and mechanic forums offer shared experiences, troubleshooting tips,

and advice.

Conclusion: Why the Lycoming O-235-L2C Remains a Top Choice

The Lycoming O-235-L2C engine continues to be a trusted powerplant in general aviation due to its
proven design, durability, and support infrastructure. Whether powering a trainer aircraft, a
homebuilt kit plane, or a lightweight sport aircraft, its combination of reliability and simplicity makes it
an enduring favorite among pilots and aircraft owners worldwide. Proper maintenance and operating
practices will ensure its longevity, making it a valuable investment in aviation safety and
performance.

Note: Always consult the official Lycoming maintenance manual and adhere to FAA regulations
when operating or servicing aircraft engines.
 
Lycoming O-235-L2C: An In-Depth Review of a Classic Aircraft Engine

The Lycoming O-235-L2C engine stands as a testament to Lycoming?s longstanding reputation for
producing reliable, efficient, and versatile aircraft powerplants. As a member of the O-235 family,
this engine has been a popular choice among general aviation enthusiasts, flight schools, and
aircraft owners seeking dependable performance in light aircraft. In this comprehensive review, we
will explore the technical specifications, features, pros and cons, applications, and maintenance
considerations of the Lycoming O-235-L2C to help prospective users understand its capabilities and
limitations.

Introduction to the Lycoming O-235-L2C

The Lycoming O-235-L2C is a horizontally opposed, four-cylinder, air-cooled piston engine designed
primarily for light aircraft. It is known for its straightforward design, ease of maintenance, and proven
reliability. This model is part of the Lycoming O-235 series, which has powered numerous aircraft
since its inception in the mid-20th century.

The ?L2C? suffix designates specific configurations, such as accessory mounting arrangements and
carburetor types, tailored for certain aircraft models. The engine is typically rated for approximately
115 horsepower, making it suitable for a broad range of small aircraft, including trainers, sport
planes, and light utility aircraft.
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Technical Specifications

Understanding the technical specifications of the Lycoming O-235-L2C is essential for pilots,
mechanics, and aircraft designers. Here are the key technical details:

- Type: Horizontally opposed, four-cylinder, air-cooled piston engine
- Horsepower: Approximately 115 HP at 2750 RPM
- Displacement: 233.7 cubic inches (3.83 liters)
- Bore and Stroke: 5.0 inches x 3.8 inches
- Compression Ratio: 8.7:1
- Fuel System: Usually a float-type carburetor (model-specific)
- Ignition System: Dual magnetos for redundancy
- Lubrication: Dry sump
- Weight: Around 240 pounds (109 kg)
- Fuel Consumption: Approximately 6-8 gallons per hour at cruise
- Cooling System: Air-cooled, with fins on the cylinders and heads
- Dimensions: Length ~36 inches, width ~24 inches, height ~26 inches

These specifications ensure a balance of power, efficiency, and durability suitable for a variety of
light aircraft.

Design Features and Construction

The design of the Lycoming O-235-L2C emphasizes simplicity, robustness, and ease of service. Key
features include:

Horizontally Opposed Cylinders

The opposed-cylinder configuration provides inherent balance, reducing vibration and wear, which
enhances engine longevity and comfort during flight.

Air-Cooling

Air cooling eliminates the need for liquid cooling systems, reducing weight and complexity. Fins on
cylinders facilitate heat dissipation, making the engine suitable for operation in a wide range of
environmental conditions.

Carbureted Fuel System

Most O-235-L2C engines utilize a float-type carburetor, which is straightforward to maintain and
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repair. Although carburetors are less efficient than fuel-injected systems, they are well-understood
and reliable.

Dual Magnetos

The dual ignition system enhances safety and redundancy. If one magneto fails, the engine can
continue running on the other, providing critical safety benefits.

Compatibility and Mounting

The engine features specific accessory mounting pads and diagnostic ports, making it relatively
easy to install and service in compatible aircraft.

Performance and Operational Characteristics

The Lycoming O-235-L2C delivers dependable performance, with characteristics suitable for training
and recreational flying:

- Power Output: Stable at around 115 HP, providing ample thrust for typical light aircraft
- Cruise Speed: Generally between 100-120 knots, depending on aircraft configuration
- Fuel Efficiency: Approximately 6-8 GPH, offering economical operation
- Reliability: Proven track record spanning decades, with many engines surpassing 3,000 hours

between major overhauls
- Ease of Operation: Smooth throttle response and manageable power curve make it accessible

for pilots of various experience levels

Typical Flight Profiles

The engine performs well in short-field operations, steady cross-country flights, and flight training
environments. Its moderate horsepower and robust design make it versatile across several aircraft
types.

Pros and Cons

Pros:

- Reliability: Time-tested design with a reputation for durability
- Ease of Maintenance: Straightforward construction simplifies inspections and repairs
- Availability of Parts: Widely available parts and service support
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- Fuel Economy: Cost-effective operation for light aircraft
- Redundancy: Dual ignition enhances safety
- Lightweight: Compact design suitable for small aircraft

Cons:

- Aging Technology: Carbureted systems are less efficient than modern fuel-injected engines
- Limited Power: Not suitable for heavier aircraft or high-performance applications
- Manual Controls: Requires careful management of carburetor adjustments and mixture
- Emissions and Noise: Older designs may produce higher emissions and noise levels compared

to modern engines
- Potential for Carburetor Icing: Carbureted engines are susceptible to icing, requiring anti-icing

measures in certain environments

Applications and Aircraft Compatibility

The Lycoming O-235-L2C is predominantly used in a variety of small, general aviation aircraft,
including:

- Cessna 152: One of the most prolific trainers worldwide
- Piper PA-38 Tomahawk: Light training and recreational aircraft
- Aerospool WT9 Dynamic: Lightweight sport aircraft
- Amateur-Built and Kit Planes: Popular choice among homebuilders due to its simplicity and

reliability
- Floatplanes and Utility Aircraft: Its durability makes it suitable for operations in diverse

environments

The engine's versatility and proven performance have made it a staple in the general aviation
community.

Maintenance, Overhaul, and Operating Tips

Proper maintenance is key to maximizing the lifespan of the Lycoming O-235-L2C. Here are some
recommendations:

Routine Maintenance

- Regular oil changes with recommended grades (e.g., Aeroshell W100 or equivalent)
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- Scheduled inspection of spark plugs, magnetos, and filters
- Monitoring of engine performance parameters during flight
- Compression checks to identify cylinder wear or leaks
- Inspection of the air filter and cooling fins for debris and damage

Overhaul Considerations

- Major overhaul is typically required after approximately 2,000-3,000 hours of operation
- Use of OEM or approved replacement parts ensures longevity
- Consider upgrades such as electronic ignition systems for improved performance and reliability

Operating Tips

- Maintain proper mixture control to optimize fuel efficiency
- Be vigilant for signs of carburetor icing, especially in humid or cold conditions
- Monitor oil pressure and temperature gauges regularly
- Follow manufacturer-recommended procedures for startup and shutdown

By adhering to proper maintenance and operation protocols, owners can expect long service life and
optimal performance from the Lycoming O-235-L2C.

Conclusion

The Lycoming O-235-L2C remains a cornerstone among small aircraft engines, embodying
reliability, simplicity, and proven performance. Its design reflects a focus on durability and ease of
maintenance, making it a trusted choice for flight schools, recreational pilots, and aircraft owners
worldwide. While it may not feature the latest technological advancements like fuel injection or
electronic ignition, its robustness and ease of service continue to make it relevant in the general
aviation sector.

For those seeking a dependable powerplant for light aircraft, the Lycoming O-235-L2C offers a
compelling combination of features, performance, and longevity. Proper maintenance and operation
will ensure that this engine continues to serve safely and efficiently for years to come. Whether in a
trainer aircraft or a homebuilt project, the O-235-L2C stands as a symbol of classic piston engine
design and enduring reliability in the skies.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key specifications of the Lycoming O-235-L2C engine? The
Lycoming O-235-L2C is a 4-cylinder, air-cooled, horizontally opposed engine producing
approximately 118 horsepower at 2,400 RPM, commonly used in light aircraft and training planes.
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What aircraft models typically use the Lycoming O-235-L2C engine? The O-235-L2C is commonly
found in aircraft such as the Cessna 152, Piper PA-38 Tomahawk, and other light training and
recreational aircraft. What are the maintenance considerations for the Lycoming O-235-L2C?
Regular inspections, oil changes, and compression checks are essential. Ensuring proper cooling,
monitoring engine vibrations, and adhering to Lycoming's recommended TBO (Time Between
Overhauls) are crucial for optimal performance. How does the Lycoming O-235-L2C compare to
other engines in its class? The O-235-L2C is known for its reliability, simplicity, and ease of
maintenance. It offers a good balance of power and efficiency for training and light aircraft, making it
a popular choice among aircraft operators. Are there any common issues or recalls associated with
the Lycoming O-235-L2C? While generally reliable, some operators have reported issues related to
cylinder head cracking and oil leaks. It's important to follow Lycoming's service bulletins and conduct
regular inspections to address potential problems early. 

 
Related keywords: Lycoming, O-235, L2C, aircraft engine, piston engine, general aviation, engine
parts, aircraft maintenance, aviation engine, Lycoming engines

Published by: srv.canadagamescentre.ca Page 10 of 10


